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serve him and to carry out his wishes. By no means oblivious of his personal interests, Arakcheev strove to create the impression of unselfish disinterestedness. In 1809 he returned the insignia of the coveted order of St. Andrew, which Alexander wished to confer upon him on the occasion of peace with Sweden, and in 1814 he refused the baton of field marshal. Although he did not believe in the military colonies, he devoted himself to their administration and represented them to the tsar as a great success. A confirmed serfowner, he prepared in 1818, at the request of Alexander, a practical and businesslike project for the emancipation of the serfs which foreshadowed some of the important features of the reform of 1861. It would seem, therefore, that the term Arakcheevshchina attributes, by implication, to the favorite much greater influence than he actually enjoyed. Tic was the tsar's close and trusted, but not his sole, adviser and an important cog in the administrative machine of which Alexander, however, retained the control.
FEDOK KUZMICH
The air of mystery that shrouded Alexander in his lifetime persisted after his death. There came into existence a legend that the tsar did not die at Taganrog on November 19, 1825; he is said to have disappeared and after long peregrinations to have ended his days in Siberia in 1864 in the guise of a holy hermit, Feclor Kuzmich. Based on conjectures and guesses, this tale was revived by Prince Vladimir Baria-tinsky in a study published first in Russian, and in 1929 in French. Maurice Paleologue, in a volume which appeared in New York in 1938, advances the even more fanciful theory that Alexander did not die in 1825 but made his way to Palestine in a yacht owned by an English peer. All available evidence, however, indicates beyond reasonable doubt that the tsar ended his terrestrial existence at Taganrog, unless one is prepared to accept the theory of a conspiracy involving a large number of people, including Empress Elizabeth. It is more than probable that such a conspiracy would never have succeeded even had it been attempted.